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Cycling Pleasure and Crossing the Alps to the Adriatic Sea
In summer 2015 works will be finished: The new long-distance cycle trail münchen venezia closes the gap of Alpine crossings for the eastern Alpine region. And it thus connects Germany’s southernmost metropolis to Italy’s pearl of lagoons at the Adriatic Sea. In between, there are spectacular sceneries and Alpine kilometres for all connoisseurs on two tyres.

The new 560-kilometres connection for the most ecologic and most important means of transportation of the world – measured by its spread – is absolutely trendy: After all, cycling combines travelling and sports, countries with people and nature with cultural experiences and culinary pleasures. And, what is more, on a lifestyle product which enjoys great popularity and is gaining increasingly status and social importance.

So, from August 2015 on, cyclists will cross three countries, three climate zones and Alpine-Mediterranean living environments in a very trendy and delightful way. The route from Munich to Venice leads via Innsbruck, Brenner Pass, Eisack Valley, Bozen, Puster Valley, Cortina d’Ampezzo, Belluno and Treviso. Existing trails like e.g. Via Bavarica Tyrolensis with a length of approximately 220 kilometres or parts of the Inn River Cycle Trail will be used – added by further cycling routes and small byroads – not only through classy metropolises like Munich, Innsbruck and Venice. Above all, enchanting tourist regions with small and romantic towns like Bad Tölz, Schwaz, Brixen or Treviso will be experienced with all senses. The Dolomites UNESCO Natural Heritage – which is also the peak of the route – and for example some Bavarian lakes and rivers form part of the trail’s natural beauties. Gorgeous biking experiences are also offered by the side valleys of the Tyrolean Wipp Valley, by the Cadore Valley surrounded by the Dolomites and, in addition, by Lake Lago di Santa Croce and finally by the Adriatic Sea. Furthermore, many castles, palaces and tourist attractions as well as the Doge’s Palaces and the canals of the picturesque Lagoon and UNESCO World Heritage City of Venice allure along the wayside.

On tour in five different bicycle worlds

The element of water is a constant companion on the first part of the characteristic experience segments of the long-distance trans-Alpine cycle trail ‘münchen venezia’. While the Bavarian metropolis of Munich still fascinates with attractive city beaches directly at the wild river Isar, both trail options, east and west of the river Isar, offer a great variety, starting from beer gardens and recreation at the riverside through to cultural monuments. The next enticing sites on the way are the picturesquely situated lake Tegernsee, the Sylvenstein reservoir as drinking water reservoir of the state capital of Munich, the Tyrolean Sea and Lake Achensee. The Karwendel Nature Park offers as many as 350 springs. 
The Tyrolean mining tradition and various cultural and natural treasures along the way are in the focus of the second part – ‘treasure chest of Tyrol’. Starting from Jenbach in the Inn Valley it takes you up into the Tyrolean Wipp Valley to the border of Italy, via Schwaz, Hall-Wattens and Innsbruck. The treasure chest contains beautiful events like an excursion with the narrow-gauge railway into the Zillertal Valley, a visit to the Swarovski Crystal Worlds and to the mint of Hall or a trip into the Wolfsklamm Gorge; past Innsbruck with its legendary ‘Goldenes Dachl’ (Golden Roof), Ambras Castle and the contemporary, architectural highlight, the Olympic Ski Jump at the Mount Bergisel. The Tyrolean Wipp Valley then presents the natural border between Tyrol and South Tyrol, boasting completely different treasures: To the left and to the right of the main valley, myriad Alpine pastures offer breathtaking views to the surrounding mountain worlds as well as culinary highlights in traditional cabins.
Directly behind Brenner Pass you reach part three with ‘Alpine-Mediterranean lifestyle’. The unique Alpine landscape along with the charm of the Mediterranean south can be experienced in Sterzing and Brixen but also at Mount Kronplatz and in Bruneck with its ‘Messner Mountain Museum’ Ripa. Time and again, typical Italian street cafés, ice-cream parlours and restaurants invite with regional specialities to stay and spend some leisure hours in southern lifestyle. While impressive castles like Reifenstein, Franzensfeste or Bruneck are located high up in the mountains, the visitors down in the valleys, like e.g. in the Puster Valley, are surrounded by lovely countryside with wine and fruit growing.
The fourth part of the route focusses on the UNESCO Dolomites World Heritage. By bicycle, you for example continue via Cortina d’Ampezzo to Pieve di Cadore, to Lake Lago di Santa Croce and to Belluno. If you like, you can take a side trip to the small Renaissance town of Feltre, situated in the Piave Valley at the foot of the Feltre Dolomites. Another option is to enjoy the Province of Belluno and its homonymous town in the heart of the UNESCO World Heritage. After all, the appertaining Dolomiti Bellunesi National Park is known as absolute paradise for hikers, mountaineers, climbers, mountain and street bikers. Refreshment is offered by Lake Lago di Santa Croce. The popular surfing and kiting spot welcomes even beginners.  
On the last, flat leg – ‘Gardens of Venice & Art Cities’ – through the Venetian plain, cyclists dive into the flair of the world-famous lagoon city and – those who like – into the sea close to Jesolo. On the way to this destination, the cities of Vittorio Veneto, Conegliano, Treviso, Fossalta di Piave and Musile di Piave with the Cantilever Bridge invite to rewarding halts. Not only numerous farm and local shops lure with delicious products here. It is above all the ‘Gardens of the Veneto’ and historical facilities with their villas from the 16th and 17th century which enchant their visitors. As one of the ‘Italian Art Cities in Europe’ Venice enjoys a worldwide unique reputation as cultural institution, not least because of the Biennale taking place there since 1895.
In autumn 2015 the starting pistol will be fired

The partners of this transnational project, Bavaria, Tyrol, South Tyrol and the provinces of Belluno and Treviso guarantee: Best bus and train connections are available along the complete trail with a total ascent of only 3,000 metres in altitude. Service around the bicycle is offered in many places by bike-friendly hosts. 

At present, uniform signposts are being set up for this project funded by the European Union within the framework of the ‘European Regional Development Fund’. In addition, a general map, a bicycle guide book on the scale of 1:75,000 as well as a route planner including GPS-download will be available for individual travel planning.

The route at a glance
In Bavaria and Tyrol it leads along the already existing Via Bavarica Tyrolensis. From Jenbach on, the Inn Valley Cycle Trail will be used through Innsbruck up to the Tyrolean Wipp Valley and via Patsch and the community of Ellbögen to Steinach at Brenner Pass. From here you can take a short ride with the train if you want to avoid the traffic of the old Brenner Pass road.
On the South Tyrolean side you will cycle via Sterzing and the Eisack Valley. Near the fortress of Franzensfeste there is a turnoff to the east into Puster Valley and High Puster Valley. Carry on via Bruneck to Toblach. If you like, take a little side trip to Brixen. From Toblach the trail leads southwards right into the heart of the Dolomites, across Gemärk Pass through Cortina d’Ampezzo and to the Cadore Valley which is surrounded by the Dolomites. The next stations are Valle di Cadore, Ponte nelli Alpe and Lake Lago di Santa Croce before the route leaves the Alps near Vittorio Veneto and enters into the hilly plain of Venetia.
Past Conegliano and Susegna you will cross the river Piave and finally arrive at Treviso. From there, there will be two options to continue to the ultimate destination, the Lagoon and UNESCO World Heritage City of Venice: On the overland route via the seaport of Mestre and from there further on by train or via the Adriatic towns of Jesolo and Punta Sabbione and then by boat directly to Saint Mark’s Square!
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INTERREG – Bavaria-Austria – creating together with no limits:

Is a funding programme for transnational cooperation between Bavaria, Upper Austria, Salzburg, Tyrol and Vorarlberg. Aims are promoting general entrepreneurial initiative as well as innovation activities especially in the regional and local tourist and leisure industry, further development of the transnational labour market and a reinforcement of human resources. Furthermore, it is about a sustainable development of the regions into attractive living environments.

Further information: www.interreg-bayaut.net.
